
Staff Reporter
THE International Bank of
Qatar (IBQ) has its new corpo-
rate branding campaign, the
'International Bank of You,'
which stems from the bank's
commitment to relationship
banking.

The campaign promises cus-
tomers a banking experience
where each individual's needs
and aspirations are attended to
according to their uniqueness.

“We strive to generate long-
term growth for all our stake-
holders through the power and
strength of our relationships,”
IBQ general manager Michael
H Williams said. The
'International Bank of You'
campaign illustrates this com-
mitment, whereby the 'You'
element relates to the bank's
stakeholders. 

At the heart of IBQ's strategy
is the building of genuine long-
lasting relationships with cus-

tomers, partners, investors and
employees, and this was the
drive and inspiration behind
the new corporate campaign.

The concept was created by
Bristol Gulf, a Doha advertis-
ing and public relations
agency. “We visually translated
the concept by extending IBQ's
relationship commitment to its
customers, by making 'the per-
son' or the customer part of the

brand,” explained Bristol Gulf
vice president Beth
MacGillivray.

Using three different charac-
ters, Hassan, Serene and
James, to represent 'the person'
or the 'You' element of the
campaign, the customer
becomes the focal point, illus-
trating the essence of the IBQ
brand. 

By Bonnie James
THE Indian government and
media, especially TV channels,
should promote classical music
more actively, well-known sitar
player and vocalist Ustad Irshad
Khan, urged yesterday.

Considered among the world's best
sitar players and finest instrumentalists,
Khan, a descendant of a legendary
musical family heritage dating back to
400 years, was in Doha to give a concert
hosted by the Music Lovers Group on
Friday.

“Good classical music and musicians
must be encouraged in this age when the
very concept of music has become like
a circus and full of gimmicks,”
observed the musician who has per-
formed in 40 countries, starting with his
first international performance at the
age of 13.

Khan, nearing 40, stated that Indian
classical music is the most sophisticat-
ed, because of the research that has gone
into it and the most complicated
rhythms.

“A good Indian classical musician can
perform with any musician from any
part of the world without rehearsing,”
claimed Khan, who gave his first recital
at the age of seven in Kolkata.

The musician, renowned for his mas-
tery of the intricate 'gayaki-ang' (vocal)

and 'tantra-ang' (instrumental) styles,
and also the leading Surbahar (bass
sitar) player of his generation, has given
well over 2,000 concerts and brought
out over 20 international albums.

Khan is equally well known for his
'Raga Yoga' workshops, which com-
bines the healing powers of music and
yoga, and promises to the participants a
spiritual journey far beyond the anxiety,
stress and strains of life.

In his first concert in Doha, Khan
proved his prowess as the torchbearer of
the Imdad Khani Etawa Gharana (musi-

cal heritage), credited to his great
grandfather, and the most influential
and authoritative school in the world of
Sitar.

“Using his inimitable style and tech-
nique, the strings of his sitar created
blissful music, enhanced further by
some splendid intermittent vocal fare by
the great artiste himself,” a music lover
recalled, describing the concert as truly
wholesome. 

At Khan's initiation, the entire audi-
ence was singing the notes with ease,
showing true involvement. 

“The concert started with a popular
composition Thore Bin Laage Na, in the
racy Piloo to move onto a full fledged
rendition of more than one hour of the
Raag Yaman in Rupak Taal,” another
member of the audience said.

Adding a different dimension to a pop-
ular poetry in this Raag, Khan demon-
strated his school's traditional style with
a unique gat (sitar composition).

“The exposition, movement and treat-
ment of this Raag echoed feelings of
peace and romance leading to an electrify-
ing climax, which won a resounding and
unanimous applause,” the listener said. 

The second session commenced with
Kirwani moving into Aaye Ne Balam in
Raag Jangla. Here too Khan invited the
listeners to participate in the gayaki
which they gladly did. The Mand
'Mujhe Dheemi' that followed was bril-
liant. 

The concluding Bhairavi proved to be
a class apart played with great feelings
and expressions and included small
doses of an array of other Raag Bahar,
Basant, Lalit, Todi, and Kedar prompt-
ing the audience to break out into a
standing ovation. 

“Rudranarayan Kalyani on the tabla
was superb too and lent some impecca-
ble support evident by the on stage
musical chemistry and synergy between
the two artistes,” another member of the
audience added.
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PEC 
honours
students
PAKISTAN Education Centre
(PEC) honoured its girl stu-
dents for their excellent per-
formance in the academic,
sports and extra-curricular
activities during 2005-06. 

Head of chancery at the
Pakistan embassy and school
affairs Imtiaz A Qazi was the
chief guest at the ceremony.

Principal Nighat Khalid,
members of board of governors
and academic committee were
also present on the occasion.

The strength of the junior
wing has gone up to 1,631 from
1,405 in the previous year,
attracting Indonesian, Somali,
Sudanese and American stu-
dents, vice-principal junior
wing Rebecca Aftab said.

Prizes were given to meritori-
ous students in the over-all
first, second and third positions
in each section. 

Jawahar Mirza and Fizza
Shahjhan of the English wing
along with Yousaf Jameel and
Abdullah Sulaiman of Urdu
wing were declared the most
regular pupils of the year.

Students also received certifi-

cates for participating in events
like GK test, painting competi-
tion, art and craft exhibition,
Tehfeez-ul-Quran competition,
environmental awareness pro-
gramme, flower and vegetable
show and inter-school sports. 

Prizes were given to boys
who played in the Qatar nation-
al cricket team and girls who
participated in the Qatar
Marathon.

Counsellor at the Pakistan
embassy Rasheda Khalid who
attended the girls wing func-
tion as chief guest gave away
prizes to the students.

Khalid presented the annual
report. She highlighted the
achievements of the students
both in the curricular and -cur-
ricular activities.

Students who were awarded
prizes and certificates for

achieving overall first position
included Jameela Sayed (Class
IV), Bibi Asma (Class VII) and
Khadija Ayaz (Class VIII). 

Awards were also given to
the winners of competitions
and contests in various fields
and subjects. 

Khalid lauded the efforts of
students, parents and teachers
in achieving such splendid
results. 

Vice-principal boys wing
Ammanullah Khan was also
present. 

Girls wing in-charge Qamar
Zehra Naqvi proposed a vote of
thanks.  Nuzhat conducted the
proceedings. Farzana Rizvi co-
ordinated while head of
Computer Sciences
Department Gauhar Hameed
provided technical support. –
RC
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